Where is the line drawn? 


This is going to be a clarification on what I recently wrote - 
Everyone Has Something To Say 

( https://archive.org /det ails /ever vonehassomethinqtosav ) 

In that writing piece, I was referring to friendships and close connections, relationships... not 
everyone I meet, or talk to or with, or casual aquaintances. If that were the case - if I expected 
everyone, at all times, to treat me fairly, I would never have another human soul to talk to...ever. 
And I can't even consistently be what others want me to be. 

So what I want to say is, where is the line drawn, for a Christian, in dealing with others? That's 
been a real problem for me for a very long time. 

I've been on the narrow path, not always though, stumbling many times, backsliding. But Jesus 
always helps me get back up, and carry on. How can a person, who's seeking Jesus, hold hands 
with, and commune with, people who aren't also seeking Him, and following Him? 

The answer is painfully simple - it can't be done. 

But...we can't withdraw completely, and never talk with, or never have dealings with those people. 
We have to live on this earth and endure. We need other people, and friends. 


Where is the line drawn? 





As a Christian, I can only have friendships with other Christians. This is a hard conclusion I've had 
to come to. Because I will no longer cater to other people's thoughts, ideas, beliefs, etc., politely 
listening, politely hearing them out, being the kind people-pleaser that I've always been, and 
unfortunately, still am, all the while, my own belief and faith is dismissed, and not brought into the 
conversation. I'm tired of connecting with people, being drained of my concern and empathy, with 
little being given in return. 

It's no surprise to other, more mature, seasoned Christians, what I'm saying. But I'm a bit of a late 
bloomer in the social area. Now, I'm learning and growing in new areas, and must address just how 
I'm supposed to be with other people. 

The line is drawn, for me, on God's Word. 

My job, as a Christian, is to keep on putting others first, praying for those who persecute me, turn 
the other cheek, give, and forgive. No matter what. This is what I'm going to try to keep on doing, 
no matter who it is. I'm going to obey Jesus. 

That being said, I am not going to join hands, as friends, with those who are not seeking Him too. 
I've been through too much in this world, and am not going to willingly open myself up to more 
trouble. 

I am healed. Refreshed in Him, restored. I'm going forward. I have lots to give, and I'm tired of 
hiding it. I am filled with so much love for everyone, everywhere, no matter who it is. So much, that 
I have to guard myself. New boundaries must be put in place, so I can do what God wants me to 
do. 



I must remain closed-off. I will not be connecting online with people. This is not because I'm 
selfish or uncaring. It's because I love people so much. I must remain protected. 

What I have to give will come out, as God leads me, through the channels that He sets forth for 
me. 


All this being said, all this talk about people and relationships and socializing, etc.-- it's not the 
focus, it's not what really matters. It's a thing that every Christian needs to work out and resolve 
for themselves, relating to others. My focus will remain not on other people, but on Jesus. 

My line is drawn here - I will keep on serving Him, and remain apart from those who seek to 
undermine my faith. 

I have been silent long enough. 


Amy Lohrman Hall 
Jan. 24, 2020 



